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that a wife's loyalty to her husband should last after his death"
(Schmalhausen and Calverton, Women's Coming ofAge^ p. 95).

Taking the law alone into consideration, it is clear that polygamy
was sanctioned both in the West and in the East in ancient times,
and it has since been prohibited in the West for some centuries
now, and in some of the countries of the East in more recent times.
The law has been moving from polygamy to monogamy.

Takingthe practiceinto consideration, the writer in Encyclopedia
Britannica says that "Polygamy is nowhere the exclusive form of
marriage, and among most peoples who practise it the large
majority of men live in monogamy." One factor favouring mono-
gamy is that normally the number of women is never large enough
to permit every man to have at least two wives, much less more.
Where it is practised it is limited to a small minority of kings and
nobles and the rich. And that is common to both the East and
the West.

Dr. J. H. Hutton, in his Report on the Census of India, 1931,
says: "Polygyny is not widely practised in India among either
Muslims or Hindus, but it has been found at all previous census
operations; the first half of the decade was prosperous and the
economic check upon it unlikely to have operated before the end
of the decade, and there is no reason to suppose that customs have
changed to the extent of obliterating the very low ratio of eight
co-wives to every thousand wives in a population of some three
hundred million odd" (Census ofln&a^ 1931, Vol. I, Parti, p. 215).

While thus polygamy occurs in India, it is not characteristic of
the people; it is not general; it is not the rule. Like racial equality
in the British Empire and die United States, like divorce in the West,
the law does not represent the general practice.

Polygamy may be viewed from another point of view: that of
multiple sex-relations within wedlock as in the case of re-marriage
after death or divorce of the spouse, or out of wedlock, as in the
case of concubinage and prostitution. "The nominally monogamous
marriage system of Christian countries/* says Mr. Pitt-Rivers, "ill
conceals the laige proportion of polygyaous and polyandrous mat-
ings; how large, it is impossible to determine exactly" (Pitt-Rivers,